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OSHPD Preapproved Agency (OPA) for Structural Tests 

& Special Inspections
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OSHPD Preapproved Agency (OPA) for Structural 

Tests and Special Inspections Program

Is an

Enhanced Version & Replacement 

for the 

OSHPD Preapproved Laboratory (OPL) for 

Structural Tests Program



Objective/Agenda

 Discuss motivation & need for OPA program.

 Review the new text of the revised PIN 58.
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Why?
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OSHPD Preapproved Agency (OPA) Program



Why?
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Inspector is Always Right?



2016 CBC: Special Inspections & Tests

• Special Inspections and Tests shall be 

provided by “Approved Agencies” employed 

by the Owner (& NOT AOR/SEOR or 

Contractor):

Responsibility for special inspection belongs 

to “Approved Inspection Agencies” and 

only indirectly to “Special Inspectors”, 

employed by the agencies.
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Why Change from Inspector to 

“Approved Agency”?

• “Approved Agency” is a legal entity, 

responsible for services it provide.

Special Inspector may move outside the 

jurisdiction, hence may not be 
reachable.
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2016 CBC: Approved Testing and

Inspection Agencies

A testing agency accredited to ISO 17025 shall be 

deemed to be an “Approved Testing Agency.” (CBC 

2016 Section 1703A.4)

An inspection agency accredited to ISO 17020 shall 

be deemed to be an “Approved Inspection Agency.” 
(CBC 2016 Section 1704A.2)
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Approved Agency Responsibilities 

(CBC 2016 Section 1704A.2.4.)

 Approved agencies shall keep records of special 

inspections and tests.

 The approved agency shall submit reports of special 

inspections and tests to the building official and to the 

registered design professional in responsible charge. 

 Reports shall indicate that work inspected or tested was or 

was not completed in conformance to approved construction 

documents.
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Approved Agency Responsibilities (Continued)

(CBC 2016 Section 1704A.2.4.)

 Discrepancies between construction and approved 

construction documents shall be brought to the immediate 

attention of the contractor for correction. 

 If they are not corrected, the discrepancies shall be brought 

to the attention of the building official and to the Registered 

Design Professional (RDP) in responsible charge prior to the 

completion of that phase of the work. 

 A final report documenting required special inspections and 

tests, and correction of any discrepancies noted in the 

inspections or tests, shall be submitted.
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Testing Agency Vs. Inspection Agency

Very few approved laboratories are dedicated 

laboratories, most also provide Special Inspections

Some functions (e.g. sampling) overlaps between 

Special Inspection and Testing Agency 

responsibilities.

Single approval program for testing and Inspection 

Agencies is desirable.

11



Quality Assurance Vs. Quality Control 
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Quality Assurance (QA). Special Inspections and 

testing by an approved agency employed by the Owner. 

Project specific testing required by approved 

construction documents shall be performed by the 

approved agency responsible for Quality Assurance.

Quality Control (QC). Inspections and 

materials/functionality testing provided by the fabricator, 

erector or other responsible contractor as applicable.



Typical Split  between QA and QC

(AISC 341-10)
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Perform (P) is 

equivalent to 

Continuous 

Inspection.

Observe (O) is 

equivalent to 

Periodic 

Inspection.



PIN 58: Policy
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OSHPD Preapproved Agency (OPA) for Structural Tests 

& Special Inspections



PIN 58: OPA is a Voluntary Program

1. The OPA program is a voluntary 

program for approval of testing agencies 

and special inspection agencies.
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PIN 58: OPA Program Scope

2. The OPA program is limited to:

a. Testing and special inspection agencies with 

ISO 17025/17020 accreditation or 

equivalent.

b. Testing and special inspection agencies 

approved by the DSA-LEA program.
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PIN 58: Basis of Approval for OPA

3. Testing Agencies:

• Requirements are identical to OSHPD 

Preapproved Laboratory (OPL) program
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PIN 58: Basis of Approval for OPL
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PIN 58: Lab Approvals are for Specific Tests
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PIN 58: Basis of Approval for OPA

4. Special Inspection Agencies: Accreditation under the 

following standards are acceptable.

 ISO/IEC 17020:  General Requirements for the 

Operation of Various Types of Bodies Performing 

Inspection.

 ASTM E329:  Specification for Agencies Engaged in 

the Testing and/or Inspection of Materials Used in 

Construction.

 AC 291:  Accreditation Criteria for Special Inspection 

Agencies.
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PIN 58: Basis of Approval for OPA

5. DSA-LEA Approved Agencies: Testing and 

special inspection agencies approved by the DSA-

LEA program shall be considered to be approved 

agencies.  
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PIN 58: Basis of Approval for OPA

6. Special Inspectors:  Special inspectors shall be 

approved based on the following:

• Hospital Inspector Class “A”, “B” or “C” certification.

• DSA-LEA approval as special inspector.

• Certification listed in Table 1 (Minimum Qualification 

of Special Inspectors) of IAS AC 291: Accreditation 

Criteria for Special Inspection Agencies.
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PIN 58: Basis of Approval for OPA

6. Special Inspectors:  Special inspectors shall be 

approved based on the following (Continued):

• Welding inspectors satisfying the requirements of 

CBC Section 1705A.2.5.

• California licensed engineer, provided the engineer 

is qualified for the special inspection, as determined 

by OSHPD.
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PIN 58: Implementation for OSHPD 
Projects
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OSHPD Preapproved Agency (OPA) for Structural Tests 

& Special Inspections



PIN 58: Implementation for OSHPD Projects

8. The owner shall employ one or more approved 

agencies to provide special inspections and tests 

during construction in accordance with CBC Sections 

1701A.3, 1704.2 and 1704A.2.
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PIN 58: Implementation for OSHPD Projects

9. The architect or engineer in responsible charge

of the work shall prepare a Testing, Inspection and 

Observation (TIO) program, which shall be submitted 

to OSHPD for approval prior to the issuance of the 

building permit in accordance with CAC Section 7-

141(d).
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PIN 58: Implementation for OSHPD Projects

10. All tests and special inspections shall be 

performed by an independent approved agency in 

accordance with CBC Sections 1704.2 and 1704A.2. 

Test reports shall be signed by the lab’s authorized 

representative or engineer in charge.
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PIN 58: Implementation for OSHPD Projects

14. The special inspectors shall act under the 

direction of the architect or structural engineer or 

both, and be responsible to the owner in accordance 

with CBC Section 1704A.2.
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PIN 58: Implementation for OSHPD Projects

17. Approved agencies shall keep records of 

special inspections and tests, prepare reports, 

document any nonconformance, and notify 

appropriate persons in accordance with the CBC 

Sections 1704.2.4 or 1704A.2.4. 
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PIN 58: OPA Application Submittal 
Requirements
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OSHPD Preapproved Agency (OPA) for Structural Tests 

& Special Inspections



PIN 58: OPA Program Fees

OPA application review fee:

1. $1,000.00 for new application for combined Testing 

and Inspection Agency.

2. $500.00 for either Testing or Inspection Agency 

only.

3. $250.00 for renewal.
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PIN 58: OPL Program Fees
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Thank You!
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Questions?


